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CHRISTIANS 


CHOICE- 


The —— ka to eleave 
faſt to God and his Truth, not- 
withſtanding Trials, Trou- 
bles, and Perſecutions. 


1 ret for theſc times. 


GREET: — — — — 


Joſh. 24. 15. p * me and my Houſe 
we will ſerve the Lord, 


Rom, 8, 18. I reckgn that the . 


of this preſent time, are not worthy to be 
Compared with the 6 lary which 2 Il be 


revealed in u. Re. I. J 
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B H A Servant of Jeſus krift. 
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Heb. 11. 25) 26. 


Chuſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with 
the People of God, than to enjoy che 
e of Sin for a Seaſon ; Eſtem- 
ing the reproach of Chriſt greate / rich. 


es than the Honours in A-gypt ; For 


de had reſpect to the recomence of 
the reward. 


N this Chapter, Brits, we find 
the Bleſſed 3 Jp Fain and 


applying t 
hading wy nt d themr, that 
he and the reſt of 25 Diſciples 
A, were 


» —— AG .  w * — 


| licveto the Saving of their Souls. Bav⸗ 
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The Chriſtians 
were in the number of thoſe who did be⸗ 


ing told them inthe 38 Uerle of the 


kozegoing Chapter, that che Juſt ſhall 


live by Faith : He comes here in this 
Chapter largely to declare and ſhew un- 
co them what ſaving Faith is:And this 
is laid down in the five firſt verſes of 
this Chapter. As, Firſt, It is ihe ſub- 
ſtance of —_ hoped for : the evidence 
of things not ſeen; a means to obtain a 
good report. Though faith we cm- 
b2zace the truth of God contained in the 
Wo!d, as the Creation of the Moꝛld 
by the Wozd of God. Wy Faith, and 
by faith alone our Sacrifices, our Ser⸗ 
vice, dur Duties, our Jcrſons, and 
Derlomantes are accepted in Jefus 


hilt. By Faith we receive whatlo⸗ 


ever We igh of God in Pꝛaper, Mathew 
21, 22. «nd without Faith (in the ſirth 
perie pou ſo) it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, d tom the ſebenth verſe to the 
end ol che Canter, he lets down the 
Futd and cffects of Faith in 
£19} cininent Examples 
hin dervantg. F 


al\-Mep, py 
of Sods Fait 


p — ů — — — - © —.— 


Bleſſed Choice, 


J I ſhall not now trouble pou with the 

ſeveral particulareramples of Faith,rc- 

e £02ded in the Chapter, but ſhall leave 
them to your own particular meditation 
as you find them retoꝛded in the Chap- 
ter, ind conſider what is there ſaid, and 
the Loꝛd give you underſtanding in all | 
things, 2 Tim, 2. 3, 


, Now that which J intend chiefly to 
inſiſt upon, is that eminent Example of 
the Faith of Moſes, in the woꝛdz befoꝛe N 
mentioned inthat he c hoſe racher toſuffer | 
affliction with the People of God, than io 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon ; e- 
ſeeming the re pro ch of Chriſt greater by 
richcs, than all ihe honours of Egypt. 11 


alla et4«c . cots 


Befoꝛe J comc to the O blervations 
which flow from Hence give me leave 
A little to look back into the rwo foꝛego⸗ 
ing verſes , wherein we Have .hrft the 
Erample of the eminent Faith of Mo 
Aes's Parents, who contrary to the 
Kings Command refuſed . to deſiroy 
him; the King he Commanded all the 
Bales to be flain , but they being 
ſtrong in Faith, by hiding of him, did 
Wo A 4 pu, 


* 


The Chriſtians 


preſerbe him ; and when they ctuiy 
hide him no longer, they choſe rather 
do truſt him to the mercy of God, by 
caſting him upon the Mater, than 
to endanger his life by the hands 
of mertileſs and bloody men. And this 
1 they did. as the Apoſtle here ſaith, Not 
$1 a fearing the kings Commandment, There 
* are ſeveral Uſeful and P2ofitable Jn- 
| '' ftructions which may be deduced from 
1 hence. J ſhall only name them, and ſo 
= p2oreed. 
And the firſt is this, that God takes 
ſpecial notice of his Peoples Faith, he 
Reco2ds it to all poſterity. 

Secondly, J obſerve from hente, that 
it is a very great mercy to be bozn of 
Faithful and believing Parents: Bad 
not Moſes Parents beenfaithful and bc- 
treving, Moſes might have been deftroy- 
ed as well as others were. 

Thirdly , J note from hence , that 
Cod can and will pꝛeſerve his People, 
maugre all the Rage and Palice of the 
Demi and all his Inſtruments, The 
Enemies of Gods Prople may deſign 
1 inſt them, but the Lo2d pie⸗ 


them: Mhen Men are as it 
were 


* — = > — ——_ — . — — — — 
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Bleſſed Choice, 


' wete at their wits end, and know not 
r which way -to fly fo: Succour , then 
v doth Cod know how to Deliver them. 
Though the aflictions of Gods People 
are many, pet out of them all will 
God Deliver them, Pſalm 34. andthe 
19 verſe. 

Fourthly, J note from hence, that 
it is Lawful to diſobcy the Wickcd and 
Unlawful commands of Lawtul Au⸗ 
thozity. Ik Kings Command that 
which God (who is the King of Rings) 
foꝛbids, - weought rather to Obey God 

than Pen : Jnſtances of this Truth 
we Have man in Scripture. Ptano- 
rable is that unparalleld Example of 
the thre childꝛen, Shadrack, Mechach, 
and Abednego, in the third Chapter of 
Daniel, Nebuchadae/ ur the 
Sing Commanded all to Cal ow and 
Wozhip his Golden Imstze, 02 elſe ip 
ve ealf into the Fiery Furngte, they 
ſotitly did refift, knowing that God 
was able to deliver them. Be it known 
unto thee O King; we will not Serve hy 
Gods, If tho Oboycd not che King, 
chen they niuſt erpec noching beit to 


* into the. arning Fiery Kur. 
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The Chriſtians 


nate; But this they feared not, they. I 
took no care to anſwer the King in A 
this matter, they knew God was able 9 
to deliver them, however they reſolvey. fi 
whether deliverance came oꝛ not, they. n 
would rather ſiffcr than ſin. If it be ſo J 
that we muſt be caſt into the Furnace, we y 
know our God is able to deliver us; bur L 
if not, thdugh we be not delivered, yet be 
t 
0 
{ 
( 
f 


it known unto thee, O King, that we will 
not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden t 
Image that thou haſt ſet up. The King he 
thzcatensa burning fitxyFurnace, Alas, 
that's very dzeadful. very tcrrible to fleſh 
and blood, but what is the fire of men to 
the everlaſting fire ot God - Pens Fire 
that can only conſume a pw; rottenCar- 
kaſs, but the Fire of God that is im⸗ 
quenchable , and will deſtroy both Bo⸗ 

dy and Soul. Pen can only kill che Bo⸗ 
dy, and after that they can do no moe, 
but God can deftroy both Body and 
Soul, and that to; evermoꝛe. r 


Extellent was that Poly Saying of 
that Yoly Pan of God, the Bleed 
Harty), Polycarp, St. John's Diſciple, 
when the Emperour a 
e 
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Zleſſed Choice, 


; Fire if he would not fozſake Chꝛiſt: 
Aas, ſaith he, you thꝛeaten me with 
; Pour Fire, Alas, what a p90? incon- 
; fiderable thing is your Fire! Pou do 
not, faith he, conſider that everlaſting 
> Fire which God thꝛeatens. Do like- 
wiſe the Holy Apoſtles of our Wlelled 
Loꝛd and Saviour Jeſus Chult, in the 
4th of the Acts, the 18 and 19 Uerſes, 
whenthe Rulers commanded them not 
to Pzeach in the Name of Jelus, they 
anlwered and ſaid, whether it be right in 
the ſight: of God, to harken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. God 
commands his Yinifers to pꝛeach the 
Goſpel, and MBiniftcrs ought ts preach 
the Goſpel, notwithſtanding the Com- 
mands of men to-the contrary, 
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And ſo in the z5thof che Acts, Uerſe 
29twhen the 'Apoes were biought 
before the High-Priefts and Countil, 
and by them Queſtioned fo2 doing 
thtir Duty, namay- fo; Preathing the 
Golpet; ron wild ünd in the 29 verle, 
That St. Peter und the other Apoſtles 
anſwered andſaid; We ought ro obey 
God rather than Men. And aft 
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when 
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The Chriftians 


when they were beaten, and Command 
ed not to pꝛeach any moꝛe in the Name | 
of Jeſus, what did the Apoſtles do, dig all 
they Dbey - No; They rejoyced that 
they were accounted wozthy to ſuffer an 
ſhame fo2 the name of Chꝛiſt. And agpou 
may ſce inthe laſt verſe of that Chap⸗ 
ter, That daily inthe Temple, and in eve- 
ry houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and to 
preach Jeſus Chrift, 

Several other Inffanccs J might give * 
vou, but I pꝛot ted. In the next place, ® 
the next thing conſiderable in the Emi- A 
nenty of Moſes's Faith in the 24, 25, A 
26. verſes, By Faith Moſes when he |! 
was come to years refuſed io be called the ; 
Son of Pharaohs Daughter: where by ! 
the way obſerve, that it is moe honour 
to be a Chꝛiſtian, than to be a Courtirr. f 
It is moze honourable to be the Son ok 
God by grace and Adoption, than to 
be the ſon of the greateſt $onarch, 92 
Emperour in the world, There is 
none ſo nobly deſcended in all the wozld 
as the people of God, they are of the 
Blood Kopal of Heaven : Others thep 
map take their Pedigree from Kings, 
and Monarchs, and the great w_—_ 

the 


the 
af Bl 


$ 
Ki 


lat 


—— 
— — - r — 
- - Re. - > — 
yy. wv * „ _< —_— 9 — . 
6—— —— — — LT — * 
n 
- 


* Bleſſed Choice. 

the woꝛld; but the People of God are 
;g all deſcended from him who is King of 
of Kings, and Lo:d of Lo2ds, the bleſſed 
xx and only Potentate , 1 Timothy 6. 15. 
u Yea the people of God are all of them 
z4 Rings and Pꝛieſis unto God, Reve- 
- lations 1. 9. 


Here like wiſe we might obſerve what 
c low thoughts Chailtians ought to have 
„ bf every thing, be it never ſo Honour⸗ 
„Able, in compariſon of Jeſus Chꝛid. 
„It had been an Yongur, yea an exced- 
e ing great Honour, if we may actount 
e Wozldly greatneſs an Ponour , fo? 
y Moſes to have been reputed the Son of 
r Pharaoh's Daughter, but how incon- 
. Liderable a thing was this in the eyes 
k bf Moſes, who was mozt Pobly deſten- 
3' ded, being bozn of God, a choſen Ser- 
; vantofJefus Chꝛiſt, to go in and out be- 
5 
) 
} 


fkoxe his People Iſrael ; But J p2oeeed- 


Now the eminency of Moſes g Faith 
pott may lee in theſe following -Particu- 
lars: Firft, Moſes here ſces the va- 
rious Difficulties any Dangers which 
were then like to fall upon him 14 
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The Chriſtians 


Faith. Will Moſes fozſake Pharaoh, | Ill 
and embzace Jeſus Chziif - then Mo- Ire 
ſes mult ſuifcr Affliction : This Moſes | 
1 koꝛeſeeg: and this makes his Faith , =! 
1 moe Sloꝛious. As the People of God - 
1 are by Faith aTured of Cynſt, ſo like 
i wiſc being once in Chüſt, theyare 
ſure to bear the Croſs of Chziſt: 
j Chilt and his Croſs are inſeparable. 
All that will live Godly in Chrift Jeſus, 

muſt ſuffer perſecution , 2 Timothy z. 
11. Ser what our Blelled Saviour 

ſaith in the Golpel of Saint Luke, If 

any man will come after me, that is, If 

4 any man will be a good Chriſtian, let 
q him deny himſelf and take up his Croſs 
A daily and follow me, Luke 9. 23. Be 

| that will follow Chziſt muſt bear the 

4 Crols, as che Blelled Apolties did, they 
rejayced that they were counted woꝛthy 
| to (iffex (92 Chꝛiſt. And truly the 
Pcople,of God may well rejopte in their 
Sufkerings; koꝛ why, Chziſt Hath bozn 
the brunt of all , he hath made our 
Burden light: Although Chꝛiſt by his 
Suffcrings ; hath not freed the people 
of God from ſufferings, pet he hath 
made their Sufferings to become 7 
u 
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Bleſſed Choice. 


Juſt as it is with a man carrying a 
; reat Tree on his Back, and you may 


(er little Childꝛen to bear up the (mall | 


Twigs of the Tree, Alas, there ig no 
weight in them, che weight ok all the 
whole kurden lies on the mans Shoul- 
ders: So Wcloved, it is with Chniſti⸗ 
ans, Chzit carries the Load, the weight 
bf all their Aſſliaions; thev do but bear 
up the lutle end, the ſmall twins of it; 
thtrefaꝛe the Apoſtle extellentlotallg his 
Alllicionglight:Our light afffiction, ſaith 
Je, which is but lor a moment, workeih 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4.17. 


Strondly, the Eminenty of Moſes's 
Faith appears allo in this; Namely, 
the; great willingneſs and foꝛwardnels 
of Moſes , in that it is ſaid, He choſe 
rather to ſufter affliction with the Peaple, 
which, infimates unto us, the Loadi⸗ 
nels of Moſes ta become the Wervant 
AF, Icſüig hriſt. Certainip this was 
up great un of Faith in Moſest a 
vAIBAY,;cve uud rather have choſeu 
10, -I8ve_ been the Son of Char aub's 
| Daughter, en Cyr ok ſence Whirh ** 
ting 


| 
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no better, would rather have choſen 
Gꝛeatneſs and Eminenty in the word, 
than thegheanneſs and Poverty of Gods 
People : rather to have been Pharaoh's s 
1 Gꝛand⸗c hild and Honourable at Court, 
than to have been the po: affliaed Song 
f of God. Carnal men whoſe God is their | | 
wealth, and whoſe hearts are ſet upon 
| their riches, would rather chuſe to be 
ö Rich with Dives, than to be paz with 

Lazarus; a Gzatious Soul had ra⸗ 
ther want Bꝛead with Lazarus, than to 
want Gate with Dives, It is not all 
che Riches in the Moꝛld that can ton. 
tent and ſatigfie the Soul of a Saint; 
but hewill judge it better fo2 him, if God 
tees it god for him, to beg his Bꝛtad 
with poi Lazarus on earth, than io beg 
his Water with Rich Dives in Hell. 


A Godly Man by Faith ſees that gla⸗ 
ry Which is to tome, they know, that 
when this Earthly Tabernacle of theirs 
wall be diſſolved, they have a build- 
ing with Godin heaven,an inheritance 
which is incozruptible and undeflled , | * 
which paſſeth not away,reſervedin hea⸗ 
ven koz them who do believe: But a 
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=” Bleſſed Choice, | 
Witked man he ſees only by an eye of 
ole, he ſces no farther than his Ri- 
ches; he thinks if he may be great 
And honourable here in the Wold, he 
| £llecms this the. only happineſs , and 
he thinks nothing better than to be 
Vith: And indeed he may well think 
o, fo: he knows ok no beetter Condi⸗ 
tion. The world with the Ponours 
and Yleaſures of it are cven a Heaven 
to the men of this world; J and in- 
deed it ig all the Hraven they ſhall have. 
Son temember (ſaith Abraham to Dives 
in the 16. of St. Luxe) that thou. in 
| Uhy life time receiyedſt thy good things, 
| Dives would. very fain have enjoyed 
| Veaven after his Death, and pet he 
would live upon earch. in ſuth a Hum⸗ 
| Puous Delicious manner, as if this 
. | Wozldhad ben his only Peavey : And 
true it is, the poztion of a Wicked 
man is in this Life. God gives wick- 
„ed men their Poztion in this Life, but 
, | Ye relerves a poztion fo2 his Saints in 
the life to tome. Wicked men are ve- 
i like ts ſons. pzodigal ſpend-thaifts 
who ſpend all their poztion befoze they 
me to Pears 2 By the P03 


; 
* 

þ 

: 
N 


tian of 
Gods 


* *— 
* 


| 
| 


The Chriſtians 


Gods 
1 
pea beſt fo: his Childzen to have their 


Poztions reſerved foz them till they 


People is reſerved foz them tilt | 
hey come to age. God ſees it good, 


come to Pears, and that is till they | 


come to Heaven. He gives his people 
as much of the w92z\d as map ſerve to 
bear their Charges to Heaven : But 


their full Poztion he reſerves foz them | 


till they come to heaven. And truly 
the Poztion of a Child of God is very 
great. 

God is the poꝛtion of his People, 5 
believe it God will never ſee his Pco- 
ple want ſo long as he hath it: And 


never be dzawn dzy : All chings are 


— 2 _—_ 


ꝶ6ꝛ— — 4 


e 


Gods treaſure is inerhauſtible, it can | 


—_— 9 A. 


yours (faith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 3. 21.)| 


ſpeaking to the Believing Cozinthi- 
ans) whether Faul, or Apollo, or Ce- 
phas, or the World, or life, or Death, 
or things preſent , or things ro come, all | 
are yours, and ye are Chriſts,and Chriſt 
is Gods. 


woꝛds, J come now to 
cal Obſ 


fo: dur ent 


ive the pzadj- 


cation. 


Baving thus bziefly run over the | 


tions which 33 | 


| Bleſſed choice; a 
| And firſt of all, X obſerve from hente 

; He tranſcendent excellency of ſaving 

| faith, by faith Moſes did thus, and thus. 

| Secondly, J note from hence , that 
| thecondition of Gods Child:en in this 
uke is an affliced condition. 
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| Zhirdly, J obſerve likewiſe from 
' Hence, that the people of Cod Gould 
| rather ſuffer any affliction, than com- 
mit the leaſt ſin; it is detter to ſuffcr 
| an im > - 
And then kourthly, J obſerve hence 
{ the great vanity of finful pleaſures , 
thep are but fo2 a ſeaſon. * 
Pitthlp, J obſerve, that the repꝛos⸗ 1 
| thes of Chiiſfare better; yea, as the 
Text fweetly expꝛelleg it, are greater 
| - Riches chan all the Honours of the 
| World, | 
| And then laffly, J obſerve from 
hente, that God hath a recompence of 
reward foz his people, he will make 
them amends fo: all their loſes at the 
laſt z Be that loſeth any thing fo: 
Chꝛiſt, chall be no loſer by the bar⸗ 
in: Every one that hath forſaken 
ſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or «hildrgn, or lands, 
DOE "0 2 for 


able in the ſight of God. 
ont faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : |. 


The Chiiſtians 
for my name ſake ſhall receive an hun- 


dred fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſtisg 
Life, Mat. 19. 29. | 
Wefoze J proceed to Application, 


I ſhall alittle open and confirm theſc 
ſeveral Truths by way of Dodrinal 
Erplication ; And to begin with the 
Firſt, viz. Chat faith is a moſt 


tranſcendent , excellent and ſaving | 
G2arce ; and this pou may ſe all along 


the people of God into a good Nepoꝛt. . 


* 


this whole Chapter. Firſt it bzings 


By faith our Services become accept⸗ 
And with- Art 


B 


For whatſoever is not of faith, is ſin. By 


faith, Noah being warned of God, pre- 
| . Pared che Ark, to the ſaving 
Houſe , and hereby became an Heir of 
Rrghteouſneſs.” By fanh Abraham for- 
| ſook his Country, foz by faith he ſaw de 
God had 


the Heavenly City which 


N 
| 
| 


2 - wag as 1 


ay 


8 


of his * 


| fai 


ret 
1 


. 
* 


pzepared fo: him. And all along the 
whole Chapter you map ſee the ertel⸗ - 
lency of Faith in the ſeveral Effeas of cet 


* 


vants of God, who of all otbers, beſt 
deſerve the name of Wozthies ;- Who 


through 


it in the Faithful Saints and Ser. E 


| 


lify 


#, 
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through Faith ſubdued Kingdoms , 
| Yrought Righteouſneſs, obtained pro- 
| Miſes, topped the mouths of Lyons, 
rocked the violence of fire, eſcaped 
| e edge of the Sword, And others 
bad tryal of cruel mockings and ſcourg- 
| INgs ; yea, moreover, bonds and impri- 
| lonments, They were ſtoned, ſawn aſun- 
| Ger, were tempted, ſliin with the Sword : 
| They wandred about in ſheep-skins and 
Soat-skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, and 
| [ormenred. Theſe all obtained a good 
| Eepo2t through faith. Ey faith the ſick 
| Ke Heated, Luke 7. 50. By faith the 
| People of God are purified, juſtificd , 
| Und by faith are they.ſaved, Rom. 5. . 
| Epheſ. 2. 8. By faith wehave atteln ta 
God by pꝛaper, Rom. S. 2. By faith we 
| believe che woꝛd of God, x they that bp 


faith do believe in God, ſhall at the lack 
reteive the end of their faith, even the 
| alvation of their pꝛecious ſouls, 1 Per. 
4. 9. 

In the next place to tome to the ſc⸗ 
ond point, which is this, Chat the 
| Condition of Gods Childꝛen in this 
life is an hinlided condition: God had 
wut one Son without fin, but God hath 
_— 1 3 ne- 


as 
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never a Son without affliaion. Our 
bleſſed Saviour himſcik was not fret 
from affliaions ; nay, He was deſpiſed 
and re jected of men, a man of ſorrows 


! and acquainted with grief ; he was op-| F 
i preſſed and he was afflicted, Iſa. 53. 3, f. 
ö 7. The Pꝛophets they were aſfliatd 
"i and imp2r(oned, and lain, Like wiſc 
1 the Apoſtles and Pꝛimitive Chziſtians, 
0 as vou may ſee at large in this Chaps| ® 
T: ter where my Text js, Heb. 11. They 
were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, cruelly 
ſcourged and impriſoned : Pra, as the 


Pfalmiſt ſaith, Many ate the 2fſicti- 
ons of the Righteovs, but the Lord de. U 
livers them our of them all, Pſal. 34. 194 U 
Dur Saviour tells his Diſciples wha .Y 
| | cl en. mut lock fo in the Migeld, at his 1 
: 


departure from them; If ihe world 
hate von ( ſaith: our Saviour", Jobi 
17, 18, 19.) ye Know cim it hited m# 
| teiore u hared you. If ye were of the 
world, the world he. love his own 
| rot becauſe: yon art not of the world 
and I have choſen you out of the world 
[ there fore the world harerh yon. Re 
| member che word that 1 ſaid unto yd 
* 


The Scryant is not greater ihap his bord 


242 as ov» © 
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 Bleſſedchoice, 
l If they have perſecuted me ; they will 
alſo perſecute you, and all theſe things 
will they do unto you for my names 
Pea, ſaiththe Holy Ayoffle St. 
P aul, reckoning up his manifold perſe- 
tutions in 2 Tim. 3. 12. All that will 
| live godly in Chrift Jeſus muſt ſuffer | 
3 Payy moꝛe Scxiptures 
I, might give you fo2 the confirmation 
bf this excellent t truth, but theſe J hope 
maß ſuffice, this being a Truth which | 
the people of God in all ages have bon 
teſtimonv unto with their blood. Nay, 
this truth is ſo clear, that it even may 
4, be read by the light of thoſe fires in 
N 10 the Saints of Gov ſufferep 
0 death, choſs glozjous fires which ever 
4 bun frethin the memory ol Gods pro- 
3 ble, even thoſe fiery Chariots which 
1 carried our heavenly Elijahs; our biel⸗ 
4 ity” martpzs ta heaven. 


Jn the third place, the third Obſer- 
vation to be confidcrey- ig this; — — 
the nap ai of God ſhould rather. 

iction than ſin. This pou may 
r in lech, ho rather than. he 
| ould commit folly wich his Piltris, 
| B 4 rather 
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rather than ſin againſt God, He wauln 
run the hazard of all Affligions. How 
{hall Ido this great wickedneſs, and fin; 
againſt God, Gen, 32. 9,And this truth 
is moſt eminently confirmed by Holy | 
Job, ws rather than he would curſe 
God and dye, would. willingly with | 
patithee undergo all hig Afiaions. | 
Job imderwent all 'aflictions , and it | 
ts ſaid of him, In all this Job ſinned 
not. Let God afflict,: faith Job, J will 
ſufeeri with patiente: Jt is the Loꝛd, 
let him to what he pieaſes ; my alli 
>idhs ſhell never move me to fb2ſake | 
my God. Phoug God afflict me all 
the dayes of in lil, pet will J wait 
with patienee till in change tome, | 
And Kurhe thirtenneh Chapter he re-| 
ugh Son Holy mul him, pet 
— bud trult in him. So tt wi ife | 
we-find an eininent example fo) hill | 
in Yolp Daniel, ag pou may read, D | 
6. 14, 15, 16. Daniel rather than he 
woliſd fin againſk God in tenüng 4 
tall upon God by Paper, worldfutfer 
HimfcIfto be cat into the Wvong Den, | 
Sb like wile the thxe'Childzen in the 
thitd han th of Dari, rather than 


they | 


- 
oy 
* 
© 4 
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chey would fin againſt God, by woꝛſhip⸗ 
ing Nebuch:dnczzars golden Image, 
would undergo the furious flames of 
his burning fiery furnace. So th: 
bleed Apoſtles, ag you heard befoxc , 
rather than they would obey the wicked 
Commands ok men, in not pꝛeac hing 


the Soſpel, willingly rejoiced in luk⸗ 


fering Affliction fo: ſo doing. Pany 
moe examples J might give vou, but 
theſe J hope may ſuffice ; and it there 
had been no other example than what 
is {ct down in the wo:ds ofthe Text, 
this heavenly Truth had been ſuffici- 
ently tonfirmed. 

In the faitth place, J come to pꝛobe 
the vanitie of all finful Pleaſureg, and 
that may appear, Firſt, from the ſhoꝛt⸗ 
neſs of them; and ſecondly, from the 
bitterneſs of tgeir end. They are but 
fo; a ſcaſon, they come to an end, nay 
they ſhall end in endleſs wor and mi⸗ 
frry. Though Sin be ſweet fo2 the 
zelent, pet it is bitter, yea, bitterneſs 
tt ſeif in the latter end. Though fin 
map be pleaſant fo2 a ſcaſon , vet re⸗ 
member, J beſech you , it will be 


- painful to eternity, The pleaſures ot 


ſin 


25 
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fin they have an end, but the pains 
and to2ments which fin pꝛocures, they 
have no end. Then ſinners have un⸗ 
dergone the w2ath of God ten thou; 
ſand times ten thbuſany millions of 
years, pet then arc their toꝛments ag 
far off from having an end, as they 
were at firſt, The tozments for iu 
arc eternal, and J beſcech vou remem⸗ 
her Eternity hath no end: what plea- 
ſure then can there be in that which 
b2ings cternal pains: with it - Sftt- 
ners even when they delight themſelves 
in their uns, even then are they pulling 
deſtcuction upon themſelwes, even e- 
ternal deſtrunion. Every ep in un, 
how ſwert, how delightful ſocver it be 
in the eres of the finner, is A. ſfep to 
mnifery, to cternat miſery. They 725 
halten to un, haften to ſorow; 
they run tb Hell: As Solomon ralth , 

They love death; z he doth not mean 
that u urs lobe death, as Death; 
there is no beauty oz ant{ablencſs at 
al in death ſimply conſtdered in it 
ſelf but vet they may be truly laid to 
lobe death who lobe un, and delight 


in ſin, and live in ſin. Lhe wages of 
| fi 
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fin ve knowis death, Rom. 6. 22. De⸗ 
light in ſin is a haſting into the Arms 
of death. Sinners by their delight in 
lin do as it were woe death, and ins 
vite death and the grave, even hell any 
deſtruction ; So that cven Sinners 
| Themſelves, though now fo; a while 
{ Datan þlinds their tped, pet at lat 
when it is too top late, they ſhall be 
fo2ced to confels and ſap, That there 
ia neither pleaſure no: p2ofit in fin. 
The Devil makes che Sinner believe 
that there is a great deal of pleaſure 
; andpofit in fin; pon ſhall get by it, 
ſaity the Devil: But let ſinners once 
truly caſt up their accounts, how that 
cternal damnation will be their Was 
geg, and then let them ſer what 
they have gotten by ſin, It is poſſible 
J confeſs, that ſomc man (ap thcv 
have gotten hundꝛeds and thouſands 
by it; they have gotten Houſes , and 
Lands , Þonours and Cltcem among 
men, pleaſure and p2ofrein' the wozld; 
but what a miſerable gain is that 
which is gotten with the loſs of the 
al - 
Read that d2eadial Stripture in 
; G 
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St. Matthews Goſpel, Mat. 16. 26, and 
then fcc if there be aww thing gotten by | 
fin; What js a man profited, it he ſhall | v 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own | f 
wul e Mill thy-Riches which thou haſt | t 
gotten by ſin, by oppꝛelling the pooz, and t 
defrauding [thy neighbour, redeem thy l 
[ 

þ 

1 

| 

{ 

| 


fpu] from death ſurely,no ; thou may- 
eſt delight thy ſelf in enlarging thy | 
barns as that rich fool did: But thou 
fool this night ſhall iby foul be required 


oi thee, then whoſe ſhall they be ? There 
1s no loſs like the loſs of the fault, There 
18 nothing to be gotten by fin 5 then 
mapelt 1oſe thy ſpul by un, and loſe | 
Heaven by thy ſin, and lole the love ang 
favour of God by an, Sin map pretend 

pleaſure and pꝛofit, but ſutclyit b2ings |} 

ruine and deſtruction, 


3 
Thole rich men which St. James. 
peaks of ; JIimes J. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5: verl⸗ | 
48, they thought that Gain which | 
they got by defrauding their Labour» | 
erg of their Wages to be very ſweets | 
ghep libed in Pleaſures, they enrich- 
ed themmſclves by the ſweat of other 
ait nz jabpyurs: hut what, have they any 
1 3 tauſe 
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Lauſe to rejopce in this o, ſaich 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 'robs him 


- 4 _ 
a * — „„ „ 


the Apoſtle , Go to now ye rich, men. 


Werp and howl, for your miſcry which 
|| come upon you, They thought 
to heap up Riches by their injuſtice and 


little-Fucl fo2 the eternal fire. Dives 


he thought himſelf altogether Mappy, 


when he enzoped the Wio2Id ze will, 
when he fared deliciouſly every dap; but 


what did this p2ofit Dives „ Death 
of all, and he himſelf ig taken 


away from his ſinful Pleaſtires,, and 
th:own headlong into Eternal Toz⸗ 


ments: he would enjoy the pleaſurc of 
lin while he lived, and now he muſt un- 


dergo the tozments of ſin ko: cver. 


O conſider this vou that delight in 
lin, Canft thou endure to dwell foe 
ever in the everlaſting burning - JE 


thou canſt endure the Wrath of God 
koꝛ ever, if thou art able to ſtand be⸗ 


koꝛe the Loꝛd in the Day of His fierce 


Anger, then take pleaſure in in: Zf 


thou canſt pꝛevent God from bringing 
thee to Judgement, then let thy heart 
vejoyce in fin ; But if after all thou 


muſt 


Cruelty: but they heaped up only a 
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mulk come to judgement, then take herd 
of fin. Do not conceit that Sin to 
be pleaſant whoſe pains will be ctcr- 
nal: In vain do Pen flatter them 


ſelves that they may ſin and not ſuf- | 
fer; did ever any man rebel, and en joy 


peace ; can any offend God and have 
his Bleſſing - Surcly no: Sin ſhall | 
not go unpuniſhed ; ik men will fit | 
they ſhall ſuffer , The ſoul that fin- | 
ech call die. Sin defiroved the Any | 
gels, thoſe holp Spirits, fin made 
them unholy Devils. Sin caſt Adam 
out of Paradile. Sin deſtroyed the 
g!d Mols. Sin conſumed Sodom 
and Gomorrha. Sin hings Wars, 
Plagues, Famine , and -deftrucion 
upon Nations, Sin ruines cur names, 
ſcars our Conſciences ; and in a word, 
it dell roys body and ſoul fo? ever. 

But then üfthly, J obſerves, That 
the Nepꝛoaches of Chziſt are greater 


Kiches than all the Yonours of the 


Told. The Belt of Gods Saints 
have ben repꝛoached, as Holy Job; 
and David was not only repzoached , 
but was a Repzoach both to His Ene- 
mieg and to his Neighbaurz : Ye was 


I „ | eee told i. Uo MS 4 as. . Ganfid A a= 
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Made the Song of the Drunkards. The 
| Apoſtles they were alſo repzoached; 
but here is that which ſweetenz all, 
Chziſt hath bozn the bzunt of all: 
Chziſt accounts all our Rep2oaches to 
be his. The greateſt part of Chaiſts 
Sufferings fo2 us was to bear our re⸗ 
proach ; Bo the greateſt part of our 
Sutkerings is to bear the repꝛaach of 
Ch:iſt, Hence the Apoſtle in his E⸗ 
piſtle to the Hebrews erho2ts us To 
Bo forth unto him, bearing his reproach, 
Heb. 13. 13. And indeed repꝛaach in 
{ ſelf is ſo great à burchen, that were 
it not foꝛ this, that Chꝛiſt accounts it 
his, we ſhould never be able to hear it. A 
Bente Moſes looked on his repzoach ag. 0 
the repzoach of Chyilt ; and believe me, 
though there may be a great deal of 
weighs in the repzoaches of Chꝛiſt, to 
pꝛels us do bun pet there is abundance of 
doꝛth in them taturich us: though they 
map be as thozns here, pet they ſhould 

de as a crown of glozy to us hereafter. 


fee what gur Saviour ſaith in 
Matthew 5. 11 12. Bleſled are they that 1 
are pot ſecuieq for ene, ſor oft, 
| their 
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him, 2 Tim, 2, 12. 
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theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven: Bleſ- 
ſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, 
and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all man- 
ner of evil againſt you fallly for my fake ; 
rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great 
is your reward in heaven, Chyift doth 
not ſay, if ye be rich and honourable in ! 
the woꝛld vou ſhall be bleſſed : but Chꝛiſt 
ſaith, if thou art repꝛoached thou ſhalt 
be bleſſed. Zhou mapeſt be rich and 
honourable in the world, and pet be 
Everlaſtingly miſerable: But if thou 
art repꝛoached for: Chꝛziſt, thou ſhalt 
be Kewarded with Chzift ; if we ſul⸗ 
fer with bim, we ſhall alfo Reign. Wu 


Sixthly, and laſtly, J Obſerve | 
from hence , Zhat Gcd hath a Re: 
compence of Reward- fo2 his People. 
If we Suffer with Chꝛiſt, we ſhalt 
alſo'Reign wich Chzift ; If we be re⸗ 
pꝛoached with Chzift here, we ſhall 
be Rewarded with Chziſt hereafter, 
Sce what our Bleſſed Saviour ſaith, 
Matthew 19. 29. Every one that hath 
forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, 
or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Chil- 
dren, 
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| | Oren, or friends, for my ſake, ſhall re- 
| Ceive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit 
Eternal Liſe. 
AJ might be longer on this point, 
| but J pꝛocced to the Uſes which ſhall 
low from hence foz our edification. 
And the Firſt Uſe is this, Js it ſo 
then, that Faith is ſuch an excellent 
grace , then let me exhoꝛt pou all, in 
the Name of Chailt, to Believe, to get 
aith, Beloved, Faith is not on⸗ 
ly excellent in it (elf, but it will alſo 
make you Excellent: The Righteous 
is more excellent than his Neighbour , 
Prov. 15. 26. Believers were the on- 
ip excellent perſons in whon David 
+ delighted, Pſalm 16. 3. Without faich 
It js impoſſible io pleaſe God, Hebrews 
I1, 6. For whatſoever is not of faith, 
is Sia; and God cannot be pleaſed 
with Sin. In a woꝛd, if ever pou 
would be ſaved, get faith , fo2 with⸗ 
dut Faith there is no Salvation: Ic 
is unbelief which is the ſoul⸗damn⸗ 
ing un. He that belicveth ſhall be ſav- 
ed, but he thai believeth not ſhall be 
damned. The ſentence of damnati⸗ 
on is Artady paſt 2 all unbelie⸗ 


vers. 
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vers, He that believeih not is con- 
demned already, John 3. 18. He that 


believeth on the Son hath Everlaſting Life, |. 


and he that believeth not not on the Son 


ſhall not ſee Life, but the wrath of God 


abideth on him, John 3. 36. Foz the 
L 02d5 ſake Sinners believe, if you haye 


any regard to pour own good believe; if 


you have any love 02 pity to pour pꝛeti⸗ 


our ſouls believe; if vou would not be 
cternaily miſerable, beijeve in the I od 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and thou ſhalt be eternal⸗ 


Secondly, Js it ſo that the Con- 
dition of Gods Childzen in this Life 
is an affliacd Tondition, what then 
Gall che Condition of wicked men be 
in the Life to come ⸗ If judgement 
thus begin ar the houſe of God, what 
then ſhall be che end of Sinners ? If the 


Righteous be thus ſcarcely ſaved, where 
then ſhall the Sinner and ungodly ap- 
pear ? Ik God be thus levere to his 


Child2en „ how Terrible will he 


ſo many Tribulations the 
God enter into Heaven, then into 
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what Woful miſeries do Sinners 


: | Plunge themſelves foz a few ſin⸗ 
| . ful Pleaſures - fo2 a few ſeeming ſin⸗ 


ful Pleaſures, they heap to themſclves 
eternal Towments. O conſider this 
you that fozget God, In this Life 
the People of God are affliced , but 
in the Life to come they hall be re⸗ 
warded. Lazarus he was Aficed 
with Hunger and Sozes, yea ſcoꝛned 
and contemned by Dives; but in the 
Life to come Lazarus is rewarded , but 


Dives is tozmented. The time will 
come when Gods People ſhall have 
Peaſures , Cverlaſting Plealures , 


when the Wicked ſhall be turned into 
hell, and all the Nations that forget God, 
Plalmg. 17. The Lord trieth the righ- 
teous , ( ſaith David) but the Wicked 
and him that loveth violence his Soul 
bareth. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain 
ſnares, fire ind brimſtone, and an horri- 


ble tempeſt, this ſhall be the portion of 


their cup, Pſalm 11, 6. 
Thirdly , Js it better to ſuffer than 


to fin, then this may infozm us of 


the great evil of Apoſtaſte ; they hes 
ſufter 


— ” ade. lk, ood... . ; — 
— 
— — == _— . 
He RI — — — ＋— 2 * 


3 
. * 
9 
. 
1 
5 


— — 


V tale unn; truth n 


ä — 


The Chriſtians 


ſuXer {02 the truth, ſuch J ſap, ne⸗ 
ver did embꝛace the truth in the love 
ot it 5 -thep went put from us, but 
they were net of us. Panp will own 
Ch21T and the Tloꝛd of Chziſt when 
they may do it without Fear, but 
When troubles and perſecutions come, 


then they fal away. Wut whoſo- | 


ever they are that in this Caſe go 
about to {ave their Lives, Gall loſe 
cem: They that deny Chyilt fo2 fear 
or Percutton, Chziſt wil deny them 


befoze his Father, Apoſtaſie was che 


Sin of the Devil, and thep that A⸗ 
poſfatize from Chziſt fox fear of per- 


letution , fall have the Devils Re- 


ward. Thou wilt noc Suffer fo 
Ch2iit , but Chhziſt will make thee 
ſuſter Ctevnally. Thou thinkeſt lite 
is [wert, and inderd {0 it is, but re⸗ 
member Qternal Like is much moe 
ſweet, and the foul is moge Pieti⸗ 
dus than Life. Chuſt las down Hes 
Life to [ave ſoubs, therefoze Chili⸗ 
ans ſhould iny wn Ten 


map, rather than loſt their Beuls. 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Thonſand ! 
Lives, Fi were poche do have ſo 
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eſt ſave thy life , but in ſo doing thou 
loſeft thy ſoul, which is of moze value 
than ten thouſand lives. Did Chzitt 
lay dawn his life foz us, and ſhall not 
we much moze lay down dur lives fo2 
him - Did Chꝛiſt who is the Pꝛinte of 
life become obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Croſs foz us, then let 
nothing ſeparate us from ty? love of 
Ch!ilt. 

Chꝛiſtians ſhould ſhew themſelbeg 
to be the ſeryants of Chzin by aNit- 
atons , Perſecutions ; ve the way 
what it will, fair oz fon! „ thick oz 
thin, Chiiſtians (ould pcrfevere : 
The Apofſtels loved not their lives 


Unto the death ti; the tauſe of Chailt: . 


and he that is «trad of his like in the 
cauſe of Chuſt, is furcty afraiv of 
Heaven, If he that endures to the 


eng hall be (ayed, then certainly he 


that falls away ſhall de damned. If 
we fear them who can only kill the 
body , moze than God who is able 


. ts deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell, 


what will become of us In a word, 
let me engqurage vou all in the words 


A the voin Se a vau may find 
BEED 3 it, 
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it, Revel. 3. 10. what ſaith Godthere- 
Fear none of theſe things which thou 
ſhalt ſuffer, behold, the Devil ſhall caſt 
ſome of you into priſon that you may 
be tryed, and you ſhall have tribulation 
ten days: But be thou faithful unto 
Death, and I will give thee a Crown 
of Life. 

Fourthly, Js it ſo, that all ſinful 
Pleaſures are ſhozt and vain, are 
they but fo2 a Seaſon - then J note 
from hence by way of Tſe , the great 
tolly of ſinners in negleding Eternal 
Life foz a few momentary Pleaſures. 


Sinners ſpend their Time in gather- 


ing Pebbles, and yet they trample 
upon Pearls. Yow many grievous 
Sinners are there, who with that 
weetched Cardinal are ready to ſap , 
They will not loſe their part in Paris 
for their parts in Paradiſe. Sinners 
had rather loſe Heaven than part 
with their Sins; as if they could en- 
joy the pleaſure of fin fo2 eber, ne- 


ver conſidering how ſoon Death may 


come upon them, and turn all their 
pleaſures into pains. Sinners are 
apt to flatter themſelves in their 9 

olly, 
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folly, and to fancy that they ſhall live 
foz ever, 02 at lea(t-wiſe that they 
may en jop their Pleaſures till death 
i come, and pet go to Yeaven ; It is | 
true, God ſuffers many to go on in | 
their fins , and never awakes their 
Souls at all; but this he doth in judge⸗ 1 
ment. Sinners deſpiſe Chꝛiſt now , | 
but Chziſt hereafter will deſpiſe Din 
ners: They who ſap unto God De- | | 
| 
| 
| 


„part now, we will have none of the 
Fear of the L 02 3 God will ſay unto 
them, Depart ve C urled hereafter: when 
death comes, Sinners mult bid farewel 
to all their plcaſures; they rejovee in 
their Moꝛidly plcaſures here, but when 
death comes , farewel pleaſures ; not 
one laughter moze, then never another 
jovial meeting , then no mo2c ranting 
and ſinging, then all pleaſtires wil be 
turned into pains. 


LO "TY 


aw + oo 


Conſider, J beſ@ch you Sinners ,. 
will your pleaſures pꝛofit you in the | 
Day of Wrath ? ſireiy no; they may I 
tozment you as they did Dives, How 
many are there now in hell, who had | 
as much Pleaſure as thou canlt have - 
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who had many merry meetings, as 
much drinking, and ſpozting, and 
other ſinful Paſtimes as thou haſt had: 
Oh, but wyat plcaſure ts it now to 


them to think on thoſc things fo; which. - 


they are now to2mented > The Lo2d 
awaken cvcry ſecure ſinner: Foz the 
1 92ds ſake be not ſuch tools as to damn 
your ſouls fo2 ſuch irifles as thele are, 
which are not only vanity , but vexati⸗ 
on of ſpirit alſo, even hozrour and dead 

to all eternity. 
Fikthly, Is it ſo, that the repꝛoa⸗ 
ches of Chꝛiſt are greatcr riches than 
all the honours in the world, then A 
obſerve from hence, that a Crown 
of Life is moze worth than all the 
crowns and Kingdoms in the Wozly, 
Moſes he looked upon Fharaohs crown, 
and he ſs that to be fading and tot- 
tering; but Moſes he ioks upon the 
crown of Life, and ſxs that to be 
Everiaſting. Kings by the permilli⸗ 
on of Sad, fo2 the fing ofa- Nation, 
may be depzived of their Earthip 
crowns, as by ſad cxperience we have 
ound in this Kingdom „ but the 
crown of Life which Cod ſhall give 
| his 
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his People is beyond the reach either 
| of Pen oꝛ Devils to depzive them of: 
| God ſhall give it them, and none 
(hall be Able to take it from them, 
There ſhall be ro Uſurpers in Hea- 
ven to Rob Gods People of their 
Crowns ; There ſhall be no petition⸗ 

ing no Rempnltrating againlt the 
Daints in Heaven: The Devil who is 
now their accuſer ſhall then be th2own 
down into the bottomleſs Pit. The 
Saints Crown ſhall not be voted 
ulcleſg and dangerous in Heaven: 
God may fo2 our Sins ſuffer high 
Courts of Juſhce here to take a- 
wap the Lives of Kings , but it is 
beyand the Power and Policy, either 
F them oz Deviles, to take away E- 
ternal Life from the People of God. 
Hereafter they arc kept by the mighty 
Power of God through faith unto Sal- 

vation, Pen map take away the Life 
of a Saint, but this now takes not 
away their Crown. Your Joy no man 
takeib from you, ſaith our Saviour, 
John 6. 22. Pen cannot depzive the 
People of God of their jop here, and 
; Certainly th erekoze neither men no2 
| Devils 
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devils can take away their eternal joy | 
which ſhatl be without ſozrow, and 
without ccaſing, even fo2 ever to all 


cternitp. 

Sirthly, Js it ſo, that the Re- | 

| pꝛoaches of Chꝛiſt are ſuch great Rich- | 

es - pea, greater Riches than all the 

honours of the wo2ld ; how great then 
are the Rewards of Thziſt - If Chꝛiſt 
crucified be ſo lovely, how unſpeakable |} 
lovely then is Chꝛiſt in Glozy - If the 

| Saints be ſo glozious here under Re- 

| pꝛoaches, how glozious then ſhall they 

| be in heaven, when Chꝛiſt himſelt᷑ ſhall 

put his giozy upon them ⸗ If the people } 

of God are ſo glozious here what ſhall | 
they be when they come to their King- 
dom, Where they ſhall be cloathed with 
the glozious white Kobes of Chaiſt - | 
For when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall 
appear, (ſaith the Apodle) we (hall al- 
ſo appear wih him in glory, At the * 
day of iubgement, O how gloꝛious ſhall 

the propte of God then appear > they 

Wall hene Crowns upon their Beads, 

yea, tie ſhall be cloathed with Gloy, 

and honour, ummo2tality, and life eter- | 

nal fo: cver, Rom. 2. 7, | 

e Se⸗ 
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SBeventhly, Js it ſo then that God 
| hath a Recompence of Reward foz his 
people Hereafter - then let me exhoꝛt 
| you all to make choice of the Lo2d fo? 
' pour God : they that make choice of 
| the Lo:d fo2 their God here, ſhall be 

ſure to have him fo? their reward here⸗ 
after. It was a good rclolution that of 
| Joſhua, as pou may read, Joſh. 24. 15. 


| 
{ 


As for me and my houſe we will ſerve 
the L: rd Let the men of the wozly run 
after Idols, and Inventions of their 
own Fancies, a Child of God, a Joſhua, 
he will wo:thip Cod in ſpirit and in 
truth. And if ever we would be re- 
{ Warded with Chꝛiſt, then let us chule 
'  Chiift, andthe ways of Chziit. KL a- 
| hour co grow in grace, and to abaund 
in holineſs, fo! Godlineſs is the way to 
| Glow, Godlineſs (ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
is great gain. Godlineſs hath the pro- 
mile, not only of this Life, but of the 
Life io come, Were the wavs of God 
never ſo hard and difficult, vet they 
have a Glozious Reward : Godlinecls 4 
—  baings the beſt gain, eternal life and f 

gloꝛp. Wouldft thou in the Day of 
Judgement chuſe Heaven rather on 
TH Hell. 
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Hell, then chuſe God and walk in his 
Waps, embrace Hoiinef(s although it 
be never ſo much deſpiſcd by pzophane 
auners , if evor thou wouldlt be imb2a- 
ted by Chit in $$. aven. 
Eighthlp, is it ſo that there is ſuch 
a glozious reward foꝛ the People ot 
Sod, then let us live and dye as be⸗ 
comes the Heirs of glozp ; Let us then 
walk worthy of God ( as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, 1 Theſ. 2. 12.) that bath called 
us to his Kingdom and Glory. Is it 
{o that the Saints of Cod ſhall ſhine 
as the Stars in Yeaven, then let the 
People of God labour to ſhine as lights 
in the UWo2Id. If thy inheritance be in 
Meaven, then let thy Converſation be 
in Heaven: If your Neward, your 
Treaſure be there, then tet your hearts 
bc there alſo. Js thy Name witten 
in Beaben, let the world (ee it chen in 
the Legible Charader of Yolinels, 
Think of that Crown of Glow which 
thou ſhalt Everlaſtingly enjoy in 
Heaben: and then ſo live, that thou 
maveſt be in a rradineſs to: receive it. 
Set Opl in pour Lamps, grace in pour 


Souls, that when Chriſt who is your |} 
| ilfe 
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Life ſhall appear, ye alſo may appear 
with him in glory, receiving the end of 
your Faith, even the Salvation of your 
Souls. 

Laſtly, is there (ich a Neward fo: 
the people of God hercaftcr , then be 
content with what God gives thee in 
this Life: be thy poztion what it will, 
if Heaven be thine, thou haſt that 
which is better than all the Would ; 
they that have Chꝛiſt foꝛ their poꝛtion 
have no want. 1 he Lord is my porti- 
on (ſaith David, Plalm 23. 1.) therefore 
J ſhall net want, Saint Paul account- 
ed all things but droſs and dung in com- 
pariſon of Chiſt, Nemember, it is 
better to be poz and godly, than rich 
and miſerable ; Riches never made 1 
one ſoul happy, they have made many j 
a ſoul miſcrable. Let the People. of | 
God then take oft their Affeaiong 
from the wozld ; It becomes not the 
Heirs of Glozy to look after ſuch tri⸗ 
fles , it is enough fo: Swine to be 
routing in the Earth; Childzen who 
are fed at their Fathers Table will ne⸗ 
ver regard the bones that are thꝛown 
to the Dogg; they that are daily a 

with 
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with the fat things of grace and glo- 
ry, ſhould never regard the vain and 
tranätoꝛp things of the wozld. The 
glow of this woꝛld is but the poztion 


of a rep2obate ; take them at the beſt * 


they ate but uncertain, here to day 
and gone to mozrow ; they map be 
deſtroped by Fire they may be ftoln 
away by thieves ; Thou mayeſt lap 
up treaſures here, and when thou haſt 
done all, they may be conſumed by ruſt 
and moths. Therefoze take St. Paul's 
counſel, and ſer your affections on things 
that are above,and not on things below : 
Let your converſation then be without 
covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch 
thing as you have, fo: God hath ſaid, 
J will never leave you nor forſake you, 
Heb. 13. 5. So to conclude, J beſeech 
vou ſeir the Lord all ye his Saints, for 
there is no want to them that fear him. 
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FINIS. 
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| Courteous Reader, 


ere is luely publiſhed an excellent and 
profitable Scrmon, called, The Chriſtians 
Bleſſed Choice. Likewiſe(briſt's Firſt Sermon. 
Alſo Chriſt's Laſt Sermon, And the Chriſtians 
beſt Garment.Allo Heavens Glory, and Hells 
Horror. And a Warning-piece to the Sloathful, 
Idle,C areleſs, Drunken, and Secure ones of theſe 
laſt and worſt of times. Very Godly Books, and 
are but three pence a peace. 
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Likewiſe, 

1. Englands Faithful Phyſician. 

2. The dreadful c haraſter of «a Drunkard. 

3. Dooms-day at hand, 

4. The Fathers laſt bleſſing to his children. 

$. The black Book of Conſcience. 

6. The ſin of Pride Arraigned & ( undemned 

7. The Plain- Mans plain Path-way tg 

heaven. 

8. Death Triumphant. 

9. The Charitable Chriſrian. 

10. Peters Sarmon of Kepentance, 

All theſe Books written by John Hart, Dr. 
of Divinity, and are to be fold by W. Thackę- 
ray, T. Paſſenger, P_.Brooksvy,and J. Nilliam- 
— 1 


All very Neceffary for theſe Licentious 
times. 
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